
No. 118585  

in  th e Su p rem e Cou rt  of th e Sta te of Illin ois  

 

 

In  re Pen s ion  Reform  Lit iga t ion  a ppea l from  th e 

Circu it  Cou rt  of 

Sa n ga m on  Cou n ty 

(a / k / a  Hea ton  v. Qu in n )   con solida ted  a s  

No. 2014  MR 1  

        Hon . J oh n  W. Belz 

 

 

NOTICE OF FILING 

 

To:  a t torn eys  on  th e  lis t  below 

 

     Plea s e ta ke n otice th a t  I in ten d  to file electron ica lly in  th e Illin ois  

Su p rem e Cou rt  (via  i2 file) la ter  toda y a  Motion  for  Lea ve to File 

Am icu s  Brief a n d  th e p ropos ed  Order .  Cop ies  a re a t ta ch ed  if th is  is  

by em a il or  en clos ed  if by m a il.  Th e p ropos ed  b r ief will of cou rse 

a ls o be filed , bu t  in  a  s epa ra te e-filin g t ra n s a ct ion , n ot iced  in  th e 

oth er  (a t ta ch ed  or  en closed ) Notice of Filin g.  

 

Rober t  P. Coyn e     Feb ru a ry 20 , 2015  

2101  Ch a m pa ign  Ave., #312  

Ma ttoon  IL 61938  

(217 ) 234 -2447  

du ck in gs n ofa ir@ya h oo.com  
pro s e  
 

 

 

Ca rolyn  E. Sh a p iro 

Rich a rd  S. Hu s za gh  

Ga ry S. Ca p la n  

Clifford  W. Berlow 

Office of th e Attorn ey Gen era l 

100  Wes t  Ra n dolph  St ., 12 th  floor  

Ch ica go IL 60601   
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Gin o L. DiVito 

J oh n  M. Fitzgera ld  

Ta bet  DiVito & Roth s tein  LLC 

209  Sou th  La Sa lle St ., 7 th  floor  

Ch ica go IL 60604  

 

Mich a el T. Rea ga n  

La w Offices  of Mich a el T. Rea ga n  

633  La Sa lle St ., Su ite 409  

Otta wa  IL 61350 -2924  

 

Don a ld  L. Cra ven  

Es th er  J . Seitz 

Don a ld  M. Cra ven , P.C. 

1005  North  Seven th  St .  

Sp r in gfield  IL 62702  

 

J oh n  T. Sh a p iro 

Mich a el D. Freeborn  

J ill C. An derson  

Freeborn  & Peters  LLP 

311  Sou th  Wa cker  Dr ., Su ite 3000  

Ch ica go IL 60606  

 

J oh n  E. Steven s  

Freeborn  & Peters  

217  Ea s t  Mon roe St ., Su ite 202  

Sp rin gfield  IL 62701  

 

Aa ron  B. Ma du ff 

Mich a el L. Ma du ff 

Wa lker  R. La wren ce 

Ma du ff & Ma du ff, LLC 

205  N. Mich iga n  Ave., Su ite 2050  

Ch ica go IL 60601  
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J oh n  D. Ca rr  

4561  Cen tra l Aven u e 

Wes tern  Sp rin gs  IL 60558  

 

 

 

cs h a p iro@a tg.s ta te.il.u s    [Ca rolyn  E. Sh a p iro] 

rh u s za gh @a tg.s ta te.il.u s    [Rich a rd  S. Hu s za gh ] 

gca p la n @a tg.s ta te.il.u s    [Ga ry S. Ca p la n ] 

cber low@a tg.s ta te.il.u s    [Clifford  W. Berlow] 

gd ivito@td rla wfirm .com    [Gin o L. DiVito] 

jfitzgera ld@tdrla wfirm .com   [J oh n  M. Fitzgera ld ] 

bh a u s sm a n n @tdrla wfirm .com   [Bria n  C. Ha u ss m a n n ] 

jba rber@td rla wfirm .com    [J oh n  J . Ba rber] 

u a b t@td rla wfirm .com    [Uri B. Ab t] 

m rea ga n @rea ga n -la w.com    [Mich a el T. Rea ga n ] 

don @cra ven la woffice.com    [Don a ld  M. Cra ven ] 

es th er@cra ven la woffice.com   [Es th er  J . Seitz] 

a bm a du ff@m a du ffla w.com   [Aa ron  B. Ma du ff] 

m lm a du ff@m a du ffla w.com   [Mich a el L. Ma du ff] 

wrla wren ce@m a du ffla w.com   [Wa lker  R. La wren ce] 

 

 
 

        / s /  Rober t  Coyn e 
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No. 118585  

in  th e Su p rem e Cou rt  of th e Sta te of Illin ois  

 

 

In  re Pen s ion  Reform  Lit iga t ion  a ppea l from  th e 

Circu it  Cou rt  of 

Sa n ga m on  Cou n ty 

(a / k / a  Hea ton  v. Qu in n )   con solida ted  a s  

No. 2014  MR 1  

        Hon . J oh n  W. Belz 

 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE AMICUS  BRIEF 

 

     Rober t  P. Coyn e m oves  for  lea ve to s erve a s  a n  am icus  curiae  

a n d  in  th a t  ca pa city to file a  b r ief.  Th e p roposed  b r ief a ccom pa n ies  

th is  m otion .  In  s u pport , Mova n t  s ta tes : 

 

     I h a ve n o s pecia l person a l s ta ke in  th is  ca s e; m y p ra ct ica l 

in teres t  is  m erely th a t  of a  cit izen .  Bu t  I a m  tryin g to des ign  a  

m a jor  con s t itu t ion a l reform  of th e polit ica l s ys tem , so I fin d  th e 

ba ckgrou n d  a n d  is s u es  of th e ca se “in teres t in g” in  th e p s ych ologica l 

a n d  u s u a l s en se, a n d  som ewh a t  releva n t  to m y des ign  idea s .   Also, 

in  m y you th  I wa s  a  la w clerk  for  th is  cou r t , a n d  worked  on  s evera l 

polit ica lly h ot  ca ses , s o I feel for  th e cou rt 's  d ifficu lt ies  a n d  

a n xiet ies , a n d  wou ld  be gla d  to h elp  a ga in .  

 

     Th ere is  lit t le rea son  to s u ppos e th a t  th e pa r t ies  will a dequ a tely 

rep res en t  th e rea l a n d  legit im a te in teres ts  a t  s ta ke.  Th is  ca s e a n d  

th e t rou b les  beh in d  it  exis t  on ly beca u s e pu b lic officia ls  regu la r ly 

betra yed  th e pu b lic in teres t  a n d  th e in teres ts  of ord in a ry peop le in  

order  to a dva n ce th eir  own  n a rrow polit ica l p ros pects  a n d  powers  

a n d  com fort  a n d  fr ien ds h ips .  Th e ch a llen ged  la w is  m ore of th e 

s a m e, yet  th e Attorn ey Gen era l is  bou n d  to defen d  it .  Even  if s h e 

weren 't , on e ca n n ot  rely on  a n y Attor n ey Gen era l (m u ch  les s  on e 

wh os e fa th er  is  Spea ker  a n d  wh o h a s  good  gu bern a tor ia l p rospects  

of h er  own ) to pu t a s ide th e in teres ts  a n d  p reju d ices  of la wm a kers , 

th e n eeds  a n d  n otion s  of th a t  wh ole polit ica l s et  a n d  m in ds et , a n d  

s pea k  p r im a rily for  th e u n con n ected , or  for  lega l p r in cip le.  
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     On  th e oth er  s ide, th e lift in g is  by orga n ized  la bor .  It  is  h a rd  for  

a  u n ion  to rep resen t  both  its  ret ired  m em bers  a n d  its  a ct ive on es ; 

th eir  in teres ts  con flict  ba d ly h ere .  It 's  h a rd  for  th e u n ion , m u ch  

con cern ed  with  du es , even  to be im pa rt ia l between  th em .  Plu s , 

th ere is  th e u s u a l d ivergen ce between  th e in teres ts  of th e m em bers  

a n d  th e lea ders  or  th e u n ion  its elf.  It 's  th e u n ion  bos s es  wh o h a ve 

clou t , to th e exten t  th e  la w m a kes  clou t  im porta n t .  As  m y b r ief 

exp la in s , th e pen s ion  cu ts  s erve (ba d ly) a s  a n  a ltern a t ive to 

redu cin g th e role of u n ion s ; I wou ldn 't  expect  u n ion s  to s a y th a t .  

     Not  on ly does  n o pa r ty fu lly repres en t  th e peop le it  s h ou ld , th e 

two s ides  a ren 't  even  fu lly in depen den t .  Officia ls  a n d  u n ion s  m a y 

be oppos ed  in  th is  ca s e, bu t  a s  th e b r ief exp la in s , m ore typ ica lly 

th ey h a ve com m on  (illegit im a te) in teres ts ; in  Illin ois  th ey s eem  

a lm os t  join ed  a t  th e h ip .  Th ere is  th u s  som e poten t ia l for  a  s or t  of 

ta cit  pa r t ia l collu s ion  to lea ve som e th in gs  u n s a id , s om e worm s  in  

th eir  ca n s .  Th e u n ion s  m a y pu ll th eir  pu n ch es  wh en  cr it icizin g a n  

officia ldom  th ey h obn ob  with  a n d  in flu en ce, wh ile th e govern m en t  

fa ils  to n ot ice th e bu dget -bu s t in g effect  of u n ion iza t ion .  

     An  in depen den t  voice will h elp  fill th es e ga ps .  An d  th is  is  n ot  

p r iva te lit iga t ion ; everyth in g a bou t  it  is  in ter twin ed  with  th e pu b lic 

in teres t .  As  a  m em ber  of th e pu b lic, I a m  tryin g to s pea k  for  th a t .  

 

     My exper ien ce h a s  been  th a t  I often  th in k  of th in gs  th a t  oth er  

la wyers , even  n u m erou s  excellen t  on es  on  a ll s ides  of a  b ig ca se, 

h a ve m is s ed  or  m is u n ders tood ; s o I h ope m y id ios yn cra t ic viewpoin t  

will in clu de in s igh ts  you  won 't  h ea r  els ewh ere.  I h a ve n o idea  wh a t  

th e Pla in t iffs  p la n  to s a y in  th eir  Appellees ' Br ief, s o I ca n 't  be su re 

wh a t  is  n ew a n d  d ifferen t  in  m in e, bu t  I will be su rpr is ed  if th ere 

is n 't  p len ty.  I wou ldn 't  expect  eith er  s ide to du p lica te (or  en dorse) 

m y econ om ic ta ke on  reform .  An d  th e ba n k ru p tcy solu t ion  I 

p ropou n d  offers  a  "th ird  wa y" between  govern m en t 's  tem p ta t ion  to 

h ope th a t  it  ca n  p ick  win n ers  a n d  los ers  a n d  do p ra ct ica lly a n yth in g 

it  wa n ts , a n d  la bor 's  tem p ta t ion  to h ope th a t  pen s ion s  (with  a  

Pen s ion s  Cla u s e) a re s a cros a n ct  a n d  ca n  n ever  be defea ted  n oh ow.  
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/ s /  Rober t  Coyn e     Feb ru a ry 20 , 2015  

 

 

Rober t  P. Coyn e 

2101  Ch a m pa ign  Ave., #312  

Ma ttoon  IL 61938  

(217 ) 234 -2447  

du ck in gs n ofa ir@ya h oo.com  

pro s e  
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No. 118585  

in  th e Su p rem e Cou rt  of th e Sta te of Illin ois  

 

 

In  re Pen s ion  Reform  Lit iga t ion  a ppea l from  th e 

Circu it  Cou rt  of 

Sa n ga m on  Cou n ty 

(a / k / a  Hea ton  v. Qu in n )   con solida ted  a s  

No. 2014  MR 1  

        Hon . J oh n  W. Belz 

 

 

ORDER 

 

     Th e m a tter  of Rober t  P. Coyn e's  Motion  for  Lea ve to File Am icu s  

Brief com in g on , 

     IT IS ORDERED, th a t  th e m otion  is      ALLOWED     DENIED   .  

 

 

 

__________     __________________________ 
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No. 118585 
in the Supreme Court ofthe State oflllinois 

In re Pension Reform Litigation 

(a/ k/ a Heaton v. Quinn) 

appeal from the 
Circuit Court of 
Sangamon County 
consolidated as 
No. 2014 MR 1 
Hon. John W. Belz 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

Robert P. Coyne, being first duly sworn, on oath states: 
On February 20, 2015 at 2:40 p .m ., I served by email copies of 

my Motion for Leave to File Amicus Brief, the proposed Order, and a 
Notice ofFiling ofthese on the people and at the email addresses 
listed below, from my Yahoo! Mail email account, 
duck in gs n ofa ir@Na h oo.com 

cshapiro@ntg.state.il.u s 
rh u szagh @:1 tg.s ta te.il.u s 
gca pIan @a tg.s ta te.il. us 
cberlow@)ltg.sta te.il.u s 
gd ivit o@d rIa wfirm . com 
jfitzgera ld@drla wfirm .com 
bhau ssm ann@tdrlawfirm .com 
jbarber@tdrla wfirm .com 
uabt@tdrlawfirm .com 
m reagan @'eagan -law.com 
don@;ra venIa wo:ffice.com 
es th er@::ra venIa woffice.com 
abmaduff@nadu ffiaw.com 

[Carolyn E. Shapiro] 
[RichardS. Huszagh] 
[Gary S. Caplan] 
[Clifford W. Berlow] 
[Gino L. DiVito] 
[John M . Fitzgerald] 
[Brian C. Haussmann] 
[John J . Barber] 
[Uri B. Abt] 
[Michael T. Reagan] 
[Donald M. Craven] 
[Esther J. Seitz] 
[Aaron B. Maduft] 

==:Robert Coyne 
subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day ofFebru ary, 2015 

my commission expires 4- -1 - lt,o 

Matthew W Taylor l OFFICIAL SEAL l 
Notary PubliCt State orlllinois -
My Commission Expires 4/J/16 "-
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